"R" Designation Review Form

Rubric for receiving a research-intensive or “R” designation. The criteria below are based on research, best practices, and the CAS Standards for
Undergraduate Research (2009).

Completely Demonstrates (2)

Somewhat Demonstrates (1)

Does Not Demonstrate (0)

Original or Secondary
Research

The field research course engages students
on an original research project {not a
simulation), either contributing to a faculty
research project or engagingin an
independent research project with a
mentor.

The field research course engages students on a
non-original research project or review of the
literature only and does not add new knowledge
to the field.

The field research course does not
engage students on an original or
secondary research project.

Time Towards Research

Students conduct research on an ongoing
basis, working an average of 5-10
hours/week.

Students conduct research on an ongoing basis,
working an average of less than 5 hours/week.

Students do not conduct research on an
ongoing basis.

Discipline Focused

Students gain knowledge of or experience
in discipline-specific language, research
ethics, skills in research methodologies,

and important scholarship.

Students receive a broad overview of research
methodologies and research ethics.

Students do not gain knowledge of or
experience in discipline-specific language,
research ethics, skills in research
methodologies, or important scholarship.

Learning Objectives

The learning objectives related to the
research experience are clearly articulated
related to their field of study, educational

goals and/or career and vocational
aspirations.

The learning objectives related to the research
experience are limited.

There are no learning objectives related
to the research experience.

Mentorship

There is supervision and feedback by a
faculty mentor who has expertise related
to their field of study, educational goals
and/or career and vocational aspirations.

There is supervision and feedback by a lecturer,
graduate student or postdoc.

There is no supervision and feedback by a
mentor.

Course Integration

The syllabus assignments include reflection
assignments and a final synthesis project
integrated into the course.

The syllabus assignments include either
reflection assignments or a final synthesis
project integrated into the course, but not both.

There are no syllabus assignments on
reflection or a final project integrated
into the course.

Dissemination

There is a mandatory outlet to disseminate
the original research outside of the
classroom {e.g., symposium, conference,

scholarly article) integrated into the course.

Research compliance is required.

The original research will be presented within
the context of the classroom only.

There is no outlet to disseminate the
original research inside or outside (e.g.,
symposium, conference, scholarly article)
of the classroom integrated into the
course.




