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Faculty Spotlight:
Koichi Yamamoto

The professional path of Koichi
Yamamoto to the University of
Tennessee-Knoxville is deeply
rooted in a passion for
printmaking and a global
perspective on art. His journey
began at the Pacific Northwest

College of Art (PNCA) in Portland, Oregon, where he graduated
in 1992. Following this, Yamamoto moved to Krakow, Poland, to
produce lithography prints, supported by gallery sales in Portland
and, this time, in Central Europe, which provided invaluable
exposure to graphic art and its rich history.

Read More

https://teaching.utk.edu/faculty-spotlight-koichi-yamamoto/


Nominate a Colleague for the UT Faculty Spotlight!�
Nominate a fellow faculty member who you believe exemplifies
excellence in teaching—someone who goes above and beyond!

Nominate a Faculty Member!

Graduate Student
Spotlight: Dr. Mame
Sylla

Can you tell us about your
background? How did your
experiences lead you to
become a graduate student at
the University of Tennessee-
Knoxville?

I started my career as a general
surgeon, focusing on providing medical care in underserved
areas. This experience helped me understand the challenges of
healthcare in resource-limited settings and the importance of
medical professionals in such environments. In addition to patient
care, I also dedicated time to educating the next generation of
medical professionals despite the challenges posed by limited
resources.

Recognizing the importance of understanding educational
theories and practices, especially those relevant to adult
learners, I am pursuing a Master's in Adult Education at the
University of Tennessee-Knoxville. This program provides
valuable insights into adult learning principles, complementing
my practical experiences in teaching and training.

Learn More

https://teaching.utk.edu/faculty-spotlight-nomination/
https://teaching.utk.edu/graduate-student-spotlights-2/graduate-student-spotlight-mame-sylla/


Nominate Your Graduate Student for the UT Grad Spotlight!
Nominate a graduate student who loves teaching and help recognize
their achievements!

Nominate a Graduate Student!

Join Our Research Study on Student
Evaluations & AI!

We are excited to recruit participants for a research study being
conducted about student evaluations of teaching. Our study
investigates the use of AI-generated summaries of TNVoice
reports and their impact on faculty experiences with these
reports.
We are seeking participants who are:
- Full-time
- Tenure-track or non-tenure track
- Have been teaching at UT since at least Fall 2023, but not
before Fall 2021
- Available to come on campus for 2 hours in mid-December

Participants will be randomly assigned to a control or treatment
group to help us investigate the impact of these AI-generated
summaries by reviewing information from their own TNVoice
reports. Participants will receive a $100 stipend for their
participation disbursed as additional pay in their January 2025
paycheck.

https://teaching.utk.edu/graduate-student-spotlight-nomination-form/


If you're interested in participating, please fill out this
form by October 21.

If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out to the
project PI, Virginia Stormer (vstormer@utk.edu).

IRB NUMBER: UTK IRB-24-08403-XP
IRB APPROVAL DATE: 09/17/2024

SAVE THE DATE:
Teaching and Thinking
with A.I. with Dr. José
Bowen

Friday, November 15 | 1:30 pm – 2:30
pm (EST) | Zoom

This practical session will help you
discover what AI can do for you
(grant applications, recommendation

letters, and faster grading?) and how students already use it. 

Learn how AI improves your workflow and teaching while giving
you more time for the rest of your life.  

Register Here

TLI Faculty Innovator Award

In Spring 2024, select faculty members received the Faculty
Innovator Award for their creative teaching at UTK. Each month,
we’ll feature a new video from an award winner!

https://utk.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_6L5sbrCOMyg1gyO
mailto:vstormer@utk.edu
https://libcal.uthsc.edu/event/12401691


We feature Dr. Andrew Bliss from the Natalie L. Haslam College
of Music this month.

Save the Date!
We’re excited to announce the
2025 virtual Innovative
Teaching and Learning
Conference, which will take
place on Wednesday, March
26th! This event will bring instructors together to explore fresh
ideas and strategies for enhancing student learning. Stay tuned
for more details and registration information!

https://youtu.be/_hCIMh1Nbk0


SoTL Social
Thursday, October 24th | 1:00
pm - 2:00 pm | Zoom

Need a break from the semester
grind? Join us for an informal
conversation and networking
session with fellow faculty and graduate students studying their
teaching practices. It’s a relaxed, come-and-go event—drop by
as your schedule allows! Coffee and light snacks will be
provided. We’d love to see you there! 

Register Here

TLI Reads: Teaching
with Extended Reality
Technology

Tuesday October 29th | 1:00 pm - 2:00 pm | Zoom 

In October, we'll discuss an article by Mark Newton et al. (2024)
comparing student responses to virtual reality (VR) and
augmented reality (AR) in climate science. The study highlights
how each technology enhances experiential learning and offers
insights for those unsure of which is best for their course. It also
serves as a guide for conducting comparative analyses of
different technologies.

Learn more about the TLI Reads series.

Register Here

https://utk.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_3Jz3G5DUdLnIwuO?tlievent=SoTL%20Social%20&src=facultyvolume
https://utk.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_3Jz3G5DUdLnIwuO?tlievent=SoTL%20Social%20&src=facultyvolume
https://teaching.utk.edu/tli-reads/
https://teaching.utk.edu/tli-reads/
https://utk.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_8ohM0CTRd0EjYwe?tlievent=October%20TLI%20Reads&src=facultyvolume


How Gen Z Envisions
Higher Education and
Tech in a Post-Covid
World

Thursday October 31st | 2:00 pm - 3:30 pm | Zoom

This workshop explores how Gen Z students' expectations of
higher education have shifted post-pandemic and how to adapt
to using technology in both online and in-person classrooms. 

Sponsored by OIT Support, Teaching & Learning
Technologies, and Teaching and Learning Innovation.

Register Here

Not Sure How to
Tackle a Tough
Conversation? A New
Helpline Lets You Ask
a Specialist

IDHE and the Sustained Dialogue Institute offer a free "help
desk" to provide timely advice for educators facing challenging
conflicts and conversations in classrooms, decision-making, co-
curricular programs, and community engagement. With a
contentious election this fall, this resource is especially relevant.

https://www.insidehighered.com/news/faculty-issues/2024/09/26/aacu-launches-faculty-help-desk-campus-conflict
https://utk.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_8ohM0CTRd0EjYwe?tlievent=How%20GenZ%20Envisions%20Higher%20Education&src=facultyvolume


Submit an inquiry here. 

TLI is Here to Help!
You can request TLI support in various areas via our Service
Request form. We offer several services for both individual
instructors, as well as departments and colleges, including:

Classroom Observations
Course Design
Document & Material Review
Mid-Course Feedback
End of Course Evaluation
Scholarship of Teaching & Learning Support

Contact Us
Teaching & Learning Innovation
Cherokee Mills
123 N. Concord
Knoxville, TN 37996
Email: tli@utk.edu
Website: teaching.utk.edu

https://www.insidehighered.com/news/faculty-issues/2024/09/26/aacu-launches-faculty-help-desk-campus-conflict
https://teaching.utk.edu/services/department-service-requests/
mailto:tli@utk.edu?subject=
https://teaching.utk.edu/
http://www.twitter.com/TeachingAtUTK
http://www.facebook.com/teachingandlearningutk
http://www.instagram.com/teachingatutk
http://www.youtube.com/@utteachinglearninginnovati6933
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