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Faculty Spotlight: Dr.
Annachiara Mariani

Dr. Mariani's journey into academia
began with a BA in Modern Foreign
Languages and Literature from the
University of Bologna, where she
specialized in English and Hispano-
American literature. She furthered her
education with an MA in

Sociolinguistics at Bologna before earning a Ph.D. in Italian
Literature from Rutgers University, focusing on 20th-century
Italian theater. Her dissertation explored the influence of the
unconscious in theater, particularly in works by Luigi Pirandello
and other playwrights within the grotesque movement



https://teaching.utk.edu/faculty-graduate-resources/faculty-funding/faculty-spotlights/faculty-spotlight-dr-annachiara-mariani/

Graduate Student
Spotlight: Vinny
Jodoin

Can you tell us about your
background? How did your
experiences lead you to

become a graduate student
at the University of
Tennessee-Knoxville?

While working at a high school in Nebraska, I also worked on my
master's online through another SEC school in Applied Statistics.
This program allowed me to see that graduate-level work was
reachable and that I still enjoyed the joys of learning. At the same
time, my late father's health started declining, so I looked at
opportunities that could support my return to TN after having
grown up in Oak Ridge. While applying, I was considering several
opportunities. Then, I realized my undergraduate mentors were
still in the math department from my summer research at
NIMBIOS. I reached out to them for guidance on which
opportunity to choose and ultimately landed on returning to UTK
for a PhD in math biology.

Learn More
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https://teaching.utk.edu/graduate-student-spotlights-2/graduate-spotlight-vinny-jodoin/

TLI Launches the
Volunteer Faculty
Launchpad

Teaching & Learning Innovation
(TLI) launched the Volunteer
Faculty Launchpad, a unique
program inviting new-to-UT
faculty to embark on a year-long
journey of professional
development, mentorship, and

camaraderie in the fall of 2024.

This experience was designed to
connect new faculty with a close-knit cohort, paired with an
accomplished UT faculty mentor, offering support, resources, and
opportunities to elevate your teaching skills and foster deep
connections across the university.

Thinking About
Researching in
Your

Teaching: SoTL
Incubator

The SoTL Incubator at UT offers faculty a structured program to
engage in the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning (SoTL). It’s
an opportunity for educators to explore, develop, and implement
research that enhances teaching practices and student outcomes.

Through the Incubator, participants receive guidance on project
design, data analysis, and dissemination of findings, fostering a
collaborative environment for impactful teaching research. If you
have a project in mind for next semester, please email Dr. Chris
Kilgore for more information.

For more details, visit the SoTL Incubator page.



mailto:ckilgor4@utk.edu
https://teaching.utk.edu/support-development-sotl-incubator/

TLI Faculty PathFinder Award

In Spring 2024, select faculty members received the Faculty
Innovator Award for their creative teaching at UTK. Each month,
we’ll feature a new video from an award winner!

This month, we feature Dr. Jessica Frampton, Assistant Professor
from the College of Communication & Information.
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We’re excited to announce the P
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2025 virtual Innovative it
Teaching and Learning
Conference, which will take place on Wednesday, March 26th!
This event will unite instructors to explore fresh ideas and
strategies for enhancing student learning. Stay tuned for more

details and registration information!


https://teaching.utk.edu/itlc-home/
https://youtu.be/8eZ8KI1ETF0

Proposal Reviewers Needed
Applications to become a conference proposal reviewer open on

December 2, 2024. Don’t miss this opportunity to engage with
inspiring ideas and contribute to an enriching professional
development experience!

ITLC 2025 Keynote
Speaker: Dr. Liz Norwell

Dr. Norwell is the Associate Director of

Instructional Support at the Center for

Excellence in Teaching and Learning

(CETL) at the University of Mississippi.

She has spent over 20 years teaching in

higher education, including stints in

composition, journalism, new media,

and political science. She completed a PhD in political science at
the University of Texas Dallas, along with master’s degrees in
journalism from the University of Arkansas and library science
from Texas Woman’s University. Click the button below to learn
more about Dr. Norwell and her new book!

Syllabus Café:
Brew Your Best


https://teaching.utk.edu/itlc-home/
https://teaching.utk.edu/call-for-proposals/
https://teaching.utk.edu/keynote-speaker

Course
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1 pm - 4 pm

Hodges Library,
Mary Greer Room

Join us at the Syllabus Café, a drop-in event (No RSVP
required) where faculty and grad teaching students can gather to
design their syllabi for the upcoming semester.

Bring your coffee and collaborate with Teaching and Learning
Innovation, Digital Learning, and OIT experts. Whether you need
help refining your syllabus or creating engaging multimedia
content that your students will love, we have the tools and
expertise to support you!

Fostering
Functional
Al Literacy
in Your
Classrooms

Making AI Work for You

February 4, 2025
1pm -2 pm
Zoom

This session is part of our semester-long series, "Making Al Work
for You." Each month, we will present a different Al topic. In this
session, guest faculty members will share how they foster the
development of functional Al literacy among their students
through discussions and assignments.



https://teaching.utk.edu/making-ai-work-for-you/

Mid-Term Evaluation

Mid-Term Evaluation: Build, Analyze, and
Set Your Teaching Goals

Mid-term evaluations are a great way to check in on your
teaching, understand student engagement, and make
adjustments to improve learning for the rest of the semester. Join
us for this two-part workshop series to create your own mid-term
evaluations and learn how to use student feedback to improve
your teaching.

Part 1: Building Effective Mid-Term Evaluations

In this hands-on session, you'll choose from pre-crafted
questions aligned with the University’s Principles of Excellence in
Teaching and personalize them to fit your course or discipline.

February 5, 2025
1 pm - 2:30 pm
Zoom

Part 2: Analyzing Feedback and Setting Goals

In this session, you'll analyze your mid-term evaluation feedback
and learn how to set goals for improving engagement and
teaching practices.

March 12, 2025
1 pm - 2:30 pm
Zoom

You can attend either session individually; both sessions are not

required.



https://teaching.utk.edu/mid-term-evaluation/

Register for February Session

SPRING 2025
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Cetting Acquainted with 5o

TLI is Here to Help!

You can request TLI support in various areas via our Service
Request form. We offer several services for both individual
instructors, as well as departments and colleges, including:

Classroom Observations

Course Design

Document & Material Review

Mid-Course Feedback

End of Course Evaluation

Scholarship of Teaching & Learning Support



https://teaching.utk.edu/mid-term-evaluation/
https://teaching.utk.edu/services/department-service-requests/
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Contact Us

Teaching & Learning Innovation
Cherokee Mills

123 N. Concord

Knoxville, TN 37996

Email: ti@utk.edu

Website: teaching.utk.edu
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View as web page
This email was sentto .
Add us to your address book to continue receiving our emails.

Unsubscribe

Subscribe to our email list.
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