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Faculty Spotlight:

Heather Coker

Hawkins

After earning an MFA in Film

Production from Dodge College

of Film and Media Arts at

Chapman University, Heather

moved to Los Angeles and pursued a dual career in the film

industry and the dance community for 15 years. Her work

included serving as a camera assistant on films and as a

researcher for documentary films and television productions. Her

experience in casting provided insight into the entertainment

industry's labor standards. While contributing to network

television shows and feature films, they also created independent

films and dance performances within experimental and

performing arts spaces.

https://teaching.utk.edu/faculty-spotlight-heather-coker-hawkins/


Read More

Nominate Your Graduate Student for the

UT Grad Spotlight!

 

Nominate a graduate student who loves teaching, and help

recognize their achievements!

Nominate a Graduate Student

TLI Faculty PathFinder Award

 

In Spring 2024, select faculty members received the Faculty

PathFinder Award for their creative teaching at UTK. Each month,

we’ll feature a new video from an award winner!

 

This month, we feature Dr. Stephanie Drumheller Horton, Senior

Lecturer, Environmental & Planetary Sciences. 

https://teaching.utk.edu/faculty-spotlight-heather-coker-hawkins/
https://teaching.utk.edu/graduate-student-spotlight-nomination-form/


Teaching Summit &

ITLC Conference

Registration NOW

Open!

 

Teaching and Learning

Innovation at the University of Tennessee, Knoxville, is proud to

announce that registration for the 2025  Teaching Summit and

the Innovative Teaching & Learning Conference is now open! 

Teaching Summit (UT Academic Community)

Date: Tuesday, March 25

Time: The summit will take place from 8:30 am to 3:00 pm (ET)

Location: University of Tennessee Student Union (Rm. 262)

Cost: Free

This year's theme is Wellness and Wisdom: Integrative

Approaches to Teaching and Learning. Click here to learn more

about our plenary speaker, Dr. Jessica Gold! 

Innovative Teaching & Learning Conference

https://teaching.utk.edu/itlc-home/
https://youtu.be/aoROKarpHLY
https://news.tennessee.edu/2023/11/29/nationally-recognized-psychiatrist-and-mental-health-advocate-named-to-inaugural-ut-system-ut-health-science-center-post/


(Open to All)

Date: Wednesday, March 26, 2025

Time: Conference events will take place from 8:30 am to 5:00

pm (ET)

Location: Virtual Event (The schedule and link information will

be provided closer to the conference date)

Cost: Free

Learn more about our keynote speaker. For information about

this year’s conference theme and submission guidelines, visit our

call for proposals webpage. The deadline for submission is

Sunday, January 26, 2025, at 11:59 pm (ET).

Conference Registration Deadline:

Register by Friday, March 21, 2025, to secure your spot and

receive conference materials and the Zoom link.

Register for Our 2025 Spring Conferences

Syllabus Café:

Brew Your Best

Course

January 16, 2025

https://teaching.utk.edu/keynote-speaker/
https://teaching.utk.edu/call-for-proposals/
https://utk.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_0vV92kB1c0QTngO


1 pm - 4 pm 

Hodges Library, Mary Greer Room 

Join us at the Syllabus Café, a drop-in event (No RSVP

required) where faculty and graduate teaching assistants can

gather to design their syllabi for the upcoming semester.

Bring your coffee and collaborate with Teaching and Learning

Innovation, Digital Learning, and OIT experts. Whether you need

help refining your syllabus or creating engaging multimedia

content that your students will love, we have the tools and

expertise to support you!

Fostering

Functional

AI Literacy

in Your

Classrooms

February 4, 2025

1 pm - 2 pm 

Zoom

This session is part of our semester-long series, "Making AI Work

for You." Each month, we will present a different AI topic. In this

session, guest faculty members will share how they foster the

development of functional AI literacy among their students

through discussions and assignments. 

Register Here

https://teaching.utk.edu/making-ai-work-for-you/


Mid-Term Evaluation: Build, Analyze, and

Set Your Teaching Goals

Join us for this two-part workshop series to create your own mid-

term evaluations and learn how to use student feedback to

improve your teaching.

Part 1: Building Effective Mid-Term Evaluations

In this hands-on session, you'll choose from pre-crafted

questions aligned with the University’s Principles of Excellence in

Teaching and personalize them to fit your course or discipline.

February 5, 2025

1 pm - 2:30 pm

Zoom

Part 2: Analyzing Feedback and Setting Goals

In this session, you will analyze your mid-term evaluation

feedback and learn how to set goals to improve engagement and

teaching practices.

March 12, 2025

1 pm - 2:30 pm

Zoom

You can attend either session individually; both sessions

are not required. 

Register for February Session

Save the Date: Faculty Appreciation

Luncheon

https://teaching.utk.edu/mid-term-evaluation/


February 13

11 am – 12:30 pm 

Student Union, RM. 262

Join us for our annual Faculty Appreciation Luncheon, where we

recognize our faculty members’ hard work and dedication and

express our gratitude for their contributions to our academic

community.  Enjoy a meal, connect with colleagues, and hear

from Dr. Ernest Brothers, Associate Dean of the Graduate School

who will share his experience about how faculty make a

difference. Additionally, we will engage in exercises that will allow

each participant to acknowledge their teaching accomplishments

and receive recognition from their peers. We look forward to

celebrating with you.

RSVP

TLI is Here to Help!

You can request TLI support in various areas via our Service

Request form. We offer several services for both individual

instructors, as well as departments and colleges, including:

Classroom Observations

Course Design

Document & Material Review

Mid-Course Feedback

End of Course Evaluation

Scholarship of Teaching & Learning Support

Contact Us

Teaching & Learning Innovation
Cherokee Mills
123 N. Concord
Knoxville, TN 37996

https://teaching.utk.edu/faculty-appreciation-luncheon/
https://teaching.utk.edu/services/department-service-requests/
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