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NSF Awards Grant to
Support Graduate
Student Teaching
The University of Tennessee,
Knoxville, has received a $399,209
National Science Foundation grant
to transform graduate student
teaching. Led by Dr. Ferlin

McGaskey (Teaching and Learning Innovation) with co-
investigators Dr. Kate Jones, Dr. Caroline Wienhold, and Dr.
Elisabeth Schussler (Natural Sciences and Mathematics), the
project will develop a new professional development model for
graduate students.

Read Full Grant Announcement on SharePoint

https://www.nsf.gov/
https://liveutk.sharepoint.com/sites/tli/SitePages/NSF-Grant-Awarded.aspx


Behind the Scenes at TLI:
SoTL
This month, we’re spotlighting Dr.
Chris Kilgore, Director for
Scholarly Teaching & Special
Initiatives.

Dr. Kilgore shares how the
Scholarship of Teaching and
Learning (SoTL) supports faculty in
exploring their teaching practices,
generating new insights, and
ultimately enhancing student success at UT. 

Watch the full interview on Youtube

AI Faculty Innovator Award
Each month, we’re highlighting a 2025 AI Faculty Innovator
Award recipient.

This month’s spotlight: Dr. Bob DuBois, from the Department of
Psychology and Neuroscience and one of our AI Faculty
Innovators, used generative AI to help streamline a five-week
course, making it feel clear, personal, and thoughtfully designed.

Watch "AI Innovator Dr. Dubois" on YouTube

https://teaching.utk.edu/who-we-are/our-team/
https://youtu.be/0md6riTaNCM?si=XPUhTcKSsfbjZQcn
https://youtu.be/qhAKNlvCi20


Graduate Support

UT F.U.E.L.
Are you or do you know a graduate student or postdoctoral fellow
who is seeking professional development related to teaching and
learning. Enroll in Facilitating Undergraduate Evidence-Based
Learning (F.U.E.L.), a 6-module professional development
seminar offered this fall.

Choose your format:

1. Live via Zoom – interact with facilitators and peers in real
time

2. Self-paced on Canvas – complete modules on your own
schedule 

Learn more about UT FUEL and reserve your spot

https://youtu.be/qhAKNlvCi20
https://teaching.utk.edu/utfuel/
https://teaching.utk.edu/utfuel/


Faculty Support

Lifelong Learning Book Club 
Tuesday, September 23 

12pm - 1pm (Eastern) | Zoom

The Lifelong Learning Book Club is a collaboration
between Teaching and Learning Innovation, UT Libraries,
and the Department of Psychology. This semester, the book
club has selected, The Caring University: Reimagining the Higher
Education Workplace After the Great Resignation. 
Visit the Lifelong Learning Book Club registration page to
reserve your spot.

Just-in-Time (JIT)
Professional
Development
Workshops
Mid-Semester Mirrors:
Reflecting on What Students
See

Thursday, October 9

2 pm - 4 pm (Eastern) | Student Union, Room 169

Want to know what your students are really experiencing—before
course evaluations? In this hands-on session, you’ll design a
custom mid-term evaluation tied to UT’s Principles of Excellence
in Teaching, then learn how to interpret feedback with a strength-
based approach. Walk away with a practical tool and strategies
you can use right away.

Register for the October JIT Workshop

The next JIT workshop will be held on Thursday, November
13.  Register for the November JIT Workshop

https://teaching.utk.edu/just-in-time/
https://libguides.utk.edu/lifelonglearning
https://utk.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_e3OCAPlTYJ0qPI2?tlievent=October%20Just%20in%20Time%20RSVP&src=facultyvolume
https://utk.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_e3OCAPlTYJ0qPI2?tlievent=November%20Just%20in%20Time%20RSVP&src=facultyvolume


“I Didn’t Ask for This!”
Listening Sessions on AI in Higher Education
If you’re skeptical about generative AI in higher education, join
one of TLI’s listening sessions this September. Share your
perspective with other UT faculty, staff, and graduate students.

Session Options:

Thursday, October 16 | 12:30 pm - 1:30 pm (Eastern) |
Zoom
Register for the I Didn't Ask Zoom Session

View 2025 Fall Event Schedule

2025 Teaching Summit
Tuesday, October 28. | 8:30 am - 3:00 pm
Student Union in rooms 362A/B
Join colleagues across campus for a day of idea-sharing and
conversation about emerging topics in teaching at UTK. This
year’s plenary theme is “Empowering Teaching in Current
Times,” featuring Dr. Liz Barnes (Middle Tennessee State
University), whose research explores strategies for teaching
controversial topics and reducing polarization.

Concurrent sessions will highlight initiatives such as the
Principles of Excellence in Teaching (PoET) and a STEM-
focused discussion with Dr. Barnes. Light breakfast and lunch
provided.

https://utk.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_e3OCAPlTYJ0qPI2?tlievent=%20I%20Did%20Not%20Ask%20for%20This%20Zoom%20RSVP&src=facultyvolume
https://teaching.utk.edu/fall-2025-tli-events/


Register for the Teaching Summit

Nominate a Colleague for the UT Faculty
Spotlight! 
The UT Faculty Spotlight is an opportunity to commend and recognize
the outstanding contributions of our colleagues! If you know a faculty
member who goes above and beyond in their role—whether through
groundbreaking research, extraordinary teaching methods, or
community engagement—we invite you to nominate them for this
prestigious acknowledgment.

Nominate a Faculty Member

Nominate Your Graduate Student for the UT
Grad Spotlight!
Our UT Grad Spotlight is a fantastic way to celebrate the
achievements and dedication of our graduate students. If you've been
particularly impressed by a graduate student's research, teaching
assistance, community service, or any other noteworthy endeavor,
now is your chance to help their star rise. 

Nominate a Graduate Student

TLI is Here to Help!
You can request TLI support in various areas via our Service
Request form. We offer several services for both individual

https://utk.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_01wyj0wFjDYZJzw
https://teaching.utk.edu/faculty-spotlight-nomination/
https://teaching.utk.edu/graduate-student-spotlight-nomination-form/
https://teaching.utk.edu/request-tli-support/


instructors, as well as departments and colleges, including:

Classroom Observations
Course Design
Document & Material Review
Mid-Course Feedback
End of Course Evaluation
Scholarship of Teaching & Learning Support

Contact Us

Teaching & Learning Innovation
Cherokee Mills
123 N. Concord
Knoxville, TN 37996
Email: tli@utk.edu
Website: teaching.utk.edu
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